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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTIONAGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460

OFFICE OF

ENFORCEMENT AND

COMPLIANCE ASSURANCE

January 9, 2007

DieselFuel Retailers and Distributors:

The United StatesEnvironmentalProtectionAgencyhas promulgatedregulationsthat
require ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel (ULSD)to be sold or dispensedat the vast majority of retail
outlets and fleet fueling (wholesalepurchaser-consumer)facilitiesthat supply motor vehicle diesel
fuel. Refiners are producing about 90 percent of their highway diesel fuel as ULSD, but data from
a nationwide survey shows that more than half of retail stationsselling diesel fuel currentlyhave
pumps without any sulfur label or the pumps are labeledas dispensing low sulfur diesel. This data
also shows that 76 percent of the pumps not labeledULSDwere dispensingfuel that met the
15parts per million (ppm) standardfor ULSD,with an average sulfur content of 6.7 ppm. As a
result, a significantportion of the ULSDbeing deliveredto retail stations is unavailablefor fueling
ULSD vehicles only because of product classificationor pump labelingproblems.

The ULSD regulations require all retailersand wholesalepurchaser-consumersto label
diesel fuelpumps with specific languagenotifyingpersons dispensingdiesel fuel into vehiclesof
the sulfur standard of the fuel, and the vehicles forwhich it is appropriate. With certain exceptions,
retailers and wholesalepurchaser-consumersalso are requiredto sell or dispense diesel fuel they
receive as ULSD from a pump labeledas dispensingULSD, and ULSD a distributorreceives from
a terminal must be classifiedas ULSDwhen it is transferredto a retailer or wholesalepurchaser-
consumer.

Retailers,wholesalepurchaser-consumersand distributorsthat fail to comply with the diesel
pump labeling and ULSD sales and transfer requirementsare subjectto penalties under the Clean
Air Act. The two enclosed Fact Sheetsdescribethese requirements,and explainthe potential
consequencesof failing to complywith these importantregulations.

Sincerely, y
A.~ .{. 1vIL -A~~ M.Kushner,Director

Air EnforcementDivision

Internet Address (URL). http://www.epa.gov
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